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The Sakthi - Vidiyal's Child Policy is
dedicated to children past and present

SAKTHI-VIDIYAL CHILD POLICY



PREFACE

"Every child has a right to their childhood — a hopeful existence free of exploitation, violence,
neglect, and extreme poverty. Children need education, health services, consistent support
systems as well as love, hope and encouragement; all these things and more are required in
order to experience childhood to the fullest, and to eventually develop into healthy, capable
adults. The child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality, should
grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding.
The child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in society. . .in the spirit of peace,
dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity.”

-from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

However, millions of young people around the world are exploited in different ways.
Children are forced to work in factories, in backrooms, on the street, and in the sex trade.
They can be sold as slaves or even drafted to fight in wars. The violation of children’s rights is
pervasive throughout many countries and fuels struggling economies. Exploitation of
children is not restricted to the public sphere. Alarmingly, children are too often the recipients
of violence in their own home, where a high percentage of abuse- sexual, physical,
emotional, and psychological- takes place. Why does this occur? Conditions of constant
conflict or poverty inevitably propagate societal ills. Furthermore, children are easy targets
for exploitation because they are dependent on adults and social institutions for their
development, usually unaware of their rights, and unable to vote or voice their concerns
formally.

Vidiyal working with street and economically disadvantaged children was established in
1996 as a programme of Sakthi. Sakthi - Vidiyal, over the last 13 years has initiated the
Vidiyal Child Rights Movement, established 7 Child Resource Centres in Madurai, a Drop in
Centre for street and working children and works with the Juvenile Justice System and
Reception Home. It maintains a Shelter for children coming from abusive and broken
families through judicial custody and stands in lieu as the children’s guardians. The
programmes at Sakthi - Vidiyal intents to promote child rights, child related programes and
provides resources and services to children’s networks.

The CHILD POLICY IS a statement of intent that demonstrates a commitment to
safeguard children at SAKTHI - VIDIYAL. Sakthi - Vidiyal sees itself as being responsible for
ensuring that those benefiting from, or working with, their organization act prudently and
take all reasonable steps within their power to ensure that the welfare of children remain
paramount. Sakthi - Vidiyal recognises its legal duty that all children without exception have
the right to protection from abuse regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, ability, sexuality or
beliefs. Children are an especially vulnerable group and therefore Sakthi - Vidiyal is
concerned to stress the importance of having proper safeguards in place for their protection.
Sakthi - Vidiyal provides them with an environment that supports Child Rights to
participate and develop decision making capacities and the milieu of childhood. Emphasis is
given on play, recreation, education and health.
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